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Our Revolution Maryland activists elected statewide 
officers to our State Organizing Committee in April. We were 
pleased to welcome Chrissy Holt as our new Chair on April 
24th. Former Chair Bob Muehlenkamp retired after four 
years of outstanding service.

Three of our four other statewide officers – Jimmy Tarlau, 
Nabi Akinshegun,and Ed Fischman – were all re-elected to 
serve another two-year term. Carlos Childs was elected to 
his first full-term on the SOC.

An Annapolis resident, Chrissy was previously Chair of our 
Anne Arundel Chapter. She is a tireless progressive 
activist who participates in nearly every ORMD and Our 
Revolution sponsored-action in the area. Her passion is 

OUR REVOLUTION MARYLAND’S NEW STATE 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

passing the Medicare for All Act of 2021 House Bill 1976. Currently 115 Democratic 
Representatives (more than half of the majority) are co-sponsors. To join the fight for 
universal healthcare email chrissy@ourrevolutionmd.com. We need your help and voice.

While we celebrate our new Chair, we recognize Bob Muehlenkamp’s remarkable work as 
Our Revolution Maryland’s Chair since our founding in 2017. Bob built a vibrant, impactful, 
progressive non-profit with eight active local groups. Thank you Bob!

Bob Muehlenkamp

Chrissy Holt, Chair

Jimmy Tarlau
Treasurer

Nabi Akinshegun
Secretary

Ed Fischman
Member-At-Large

Carlos Childs
Organizing Director

mailto:chrissy@ourrevolutionmd.com?subject=Medicare%20for%20All%20Activist
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SAVE THE DATE

/home/hal/Downloads/monthly meeting shareables (5).png

We'll be going over the 2021 Legislative Session with great progressive lawmakers - what 
went right, what went sideways, what didn't go at all. We'll be announcing our guest 
speakers shortly.

Click the image to RSVP!

2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION WRAP-UP!
From our progressive perspective, the just-

concluded 2021 General Assembly session was 
a mixed bag:

On the one hand, we saw:
● Several important criminal justice reforms.
● Protections for immigrants.
● Increased public education funding – 
especially for schools that serve less affluent 
communities and predominantly students of 
color.

● Some positive environmental moves 
including: 1) a commitment to plant 5 million 
trees in the next decade, 2) bus fleet 
electrification, 3) a requirement that the Public 
Services Commission consider both the 
environmental and labor impacts of their 
decisions.

● Passage of 1) the Transit Safety and 
Investment Act, which allocates funding for 
maintenance - both a safety and reliability 
issue, 2) the Southern Maryland Rapid Transit 
Project which is contingent on federal funding. 

By contrast, there was little or no meaningful 
legislative action on:

● The outsize influence of big money on our 
politics.

● Healthcare access and affordability.

On the environmental front, we were 
disappointed at the failure to pass:

1) Climate Solutions Now, 2) a plastic 
bag ban, 3) a “right to repair” bill.

Finally, the legislature failed to take 
sufficient action to protect the multitude 
of Maryland tenants living in precarious 
circumstance due to Covid and the ever-
higher costs of renting a home.

Through the end of the year, we will be 
talking with legislative allies and other 
progressive groups about what worked 
and how we can get better results in 
2022.

We need you to be part of the process. 
Our May 26th Statewide Meeting will 
include conversations with lawmakers. 
Join us!

../../../../../../Downloads/monthly%20meeting%20shareables%20(5).png
https://www.mobilize.us/ourrevolution/event/389067/
https://www.mobilize.us/ourrevolution/event/389067/
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FREE STEVEN DONZIGER
Our Revolution Prince George’s Chair 

Suchitra Balachandran worked with a group of 
progressive and environmental activists from 
across the country who prevailed on six 
Congressmembers to write to Attorney 
General Merrick Garland requesting a 
thorough review of the legal issues surrounding 
Human Rights Attorney Steven Donziger.

The letter authored by Jim McGovern and 
Cori Bush was co-signed by Jamaal 
Bowman, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
Maryland’s Jamie Raskin, and Rashida Tlaib. 
 Congressman Raskin's signature lends 
particular weight because he chairs the 
Oversight Committee's Subcommittee on Civil 
Rights and Civil Liberties, which could hold 
independent hearings on this issue.

Steven Donziger took on corporate polluter 
Chevron in Ecuador and won a multi-billion 
dollar judgment in 2011. The fossil fuels 
behemoth had been dumping toxic sludge into 
the Amazon for decades. The impact on the 
environment and indigenous peoples was 
devastating. Death rates from cancer soared 
and a once pristine ecosystem was destroyed.

Chevron spent the next ten years doing 
everything in its considerable power to avoid 
paying to clean up its mess and to persecute 
Steven. As a result, the trial against Donziger 
on a trumped up contempt of court case 
starts Monday May 10th in Manhattan.

Amazingly, the prosecutor is not a United 
States or District Attorney but a corporate 
litigator deputized by the Chevron connect-ed 
judge when the Justice Department refused 
to prosecute.

Help pay for Steven’s defense!
If you’re in Manhattan this week, we ask 

you to stop by the Courthouse in the early 
morning and stand in solidarity with Steven 
Donziger. Click on the image above for more 
information.

Sign the Petition to Free Donziger here!

CARLOS CHILDS INTERVIEW
Carlos Childs is Our Revolution Maryland’s 

State Organizing Director. He is also running in 
2022 for State Delegate – MD 28 – in Charles 
County.

Troy Griffith, host of the Politics on My Mind 
Podcast interviewed Carlos on April 18th. They 
engaged in a wide-ranging and fascinating 
discussion of the challenges facing Charles 
County including: expanding veteran healthcare in 
Southern Maryland, investing in public transit, and 
ending food deserts in Western Charles County.

Click to listen to Episode 205.

https://freedonziger.org/
http://www.freedonziger.org/petition
https://soundcloud.com/politicsonmymind
https://www.mobilize.us/ourrevolution/event/388572/
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CHAPTERS
1      Our Revolution Howard continues to meet each second 
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 on Zoom. We’d love to see you 
on May 12th. RSVP HERE.

2      Project Postal – The last of our seasonal USPS support-demos was held on 
Saturday, 27 March. We are hoping to hold an educational event in the next month on saving 
and expanding the public postal service with Sarah Anderson from the Institute for Policy 
Studies. We continue to circulate/post petitions/information on saving the USPS.

3    Legislative Testimony & Petitions – Like others, we wrapped up our testimonies and 
virtual meetings with the end of Annapolis General Assembly. We were particularly pleased 
with the large number of successful actions in which we engaged, concerning education, 
immigrants, public safety (policing), the environment, and workers’ rights.

4     Columbia Democratic Club – We had our members - coordinated by Meagan 
Braganca – help develop and submit the Columbia Democratic Club’s legislative 
testimonies in Annapolis. Also, led by the club president, Jake Burdett, they engaged in 
other related club activities. 

 
5     For the People –  We are involved in launching a  series of “overpass” actions (over I-

95 and I-70 with banners) to raise the issues in HR1 and S1, the “For the People Act.” One 
was run in conjunction with Saturday’s John Lewis Day of Action - May 8th. Remaining 
events should take place each Friday afternoon– and four other special days – into July. We 
are running these with our colleagues at IndivisibleHoCoMd (specifically, their Defend 
Democracy team). 

6    Foodbank – We have a reliable core of our members participating in very effective 
food distributions involving tens of thousands of pounds of food each Saturday, supporting 
the work of our friends at the Indian Cultural Association of Howard County. We regularly 
emphasize “food as a human right.” (And our chapter has been recognized as a supporter 
and volunteer-recruiter).

 
7   Environmental – Our connections/actions grow through our overlap with the local 

Sunrise Hub, Green Drinks, HoCo Climate Change, and more. We’re currently working on 
some county legislation on solar-power placement.  

8   Chapter Elections – we had elections in April, and our new officers are as follows:
Paul Baicich - Chair, David LeGrande - Vice-Chair, Patrick Keesling – Treasurer, 

Francis Uy – Secretary/Communications, and Meagan Braganca, Marilyn Park, Lindsey 
Sands, and Moe Imran – At-large.

https://www.facebook.com/events/217962979713133
https://ips-dc.org/ips-authors/sarah-anderson/
https://www.facebook.com/events/457503462134841/
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MORE CHAPTERS
Our newest chapter Our Revolution Southern Maryland met on

Earth Day April 22nd to discuss environmental problems in Southern 
Maryland associated with military activity in the region. The Meeting 
featured pro-peace and environment activist Pat Elder and was 
very well-attended.

OR SoMD is active on Twitter and Facebook.

Our Revolution Prince George’s active work over the past several 
months helped move the County Council to became the first in 
Maryland to pass a resolution in support of Medicare-for-All.  The 
resolution calls on our congressional delegation to work towards the 
immediate enactment of the 2021 legislation H.R. 1976, led by 
Congresswoman Jayapal and supported by the majority of 
Democrats in the House, including Maryland Representatives Brown, 
Mfume, Raskin and Sarbanes - noticeably absent is Majority Leader 
Hoyer.  ORPG and the Maryland Progressive Healthcare Coalition 
will be working to advocate strongly to Hoyer that he should not 
continue to prioritize profits over the health and lives of Prince 
Georgians. 

The Lower Shore Progressive Caucus is based in 
Salisbury and convenes monthly meetings on the first 
Thursday at 6:30pm.  Click here to sign up. 

ORPG will help to resuscitate the effort of the Restore Term Limits group to collect 
additional signatures to place term limits for county council members on the 2022 ballot.  
The two-term limit that was approved through a citizen-drive referendum in 1992 was 
reversed when the two at-large seats were approved in 2016 along with language that 
allows council members to jump from district to at-large seats and back again.

If you would like help in these efforts please contact suchitra@ourrevolutionmd.com.

https://twitter.com/ORSOMD?s=09
https://twitter.com/ORSOMD?s=09
https://www.facebook.com/events/2738015603100429
mailto:suchitra@ourrevolutionmd.com?subject=ORPG%20Volunteer
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STILL MORE CHAPTER
On April 26th, Our Revolution Montgomery County recapitulated 

the 2021 General Assembly Session from the perspective of four 
progressive MoCo delegates – Julie Palakovich Carr, Vaughn 
Stewart, David Moon, and Lorig Charkoudian.

Their May meeting will touch on Criminal Justice Reform. Look for 
an invitation shortly in your inbox if you’re a MoCo resident.!

 Kat Uy  and Ed Fischman are Co-Chairs.
Their Facebook group is here.

Our Revolution Western Maryland reports:

Our Steering Committee met outdoors Wednesday, May 5th at the 
Blue Moon Cafe in Shepherdstown, WV. We discussed candidates for 
Washington Co. Democratic Central Committee, Frederick Co. 
Council, executive and city races. The United Dems of Washington Co 
and ORWMD have sponsored an event featuring Delegate Brooke 
Lierman, who is running for Comptroller.

Our Revolution Baltimore holds:
Coffee and Conversation the first Saturday of the Month by Zoom.  

In June, it will be on the 5th. Join us for a casual conversation and a 
discussion of whatever is on our member's minds. So if you need a 
break or a space to learn or vent, stop on by! RSVP HERE

Monthly Meetings - Our next meeting will be on Monday May 17th 
7:30 – 9pm. Our guests are Shannon Sneed, Baltimore Regional 
Director for Senator Chris Van Hollen and Revolution Maryland’s new 
Chair Chrissy Holt. RSVP HERE 

We also are focused on how ORWMD fits into the local political scene. The politics in 
Frederick and Washington Counties are not the same. We want to maximize our 
effectiveness in each jurisdiction.

We have a few members from Shepherdstown, WVa. and we are going to talk about 
how to get more members and enter into the local politics.

ORWMD has been contacted by Kai Hagen who is running for County Executive in 
Frederick Co. 

Contact us via Facebook here.
Chris Izzo is Chair. Jeffrey Sellers leads the Washington County contingent.

Jacob Kravetz and Sheila Ruth are Co-Chairs. For all links and information on 
upcoming meetings, please check out ORB Facebook page for more information or click to 
join. Contact Sheila and Jacob at ormdbaltimore@gmail.com.

Elections for new Chapter officers are scheduled to be held in June.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ORMoCo
https://www.mobilize.us/ourrevolution/event/335231/
https://www.mobilize.us/ourrevolution/event/269476/?link_id=2&can_id=2f516597106e8234baa1175ebb0fa2ba&source=email-actions-upcoming-events-our-revolution-baltimore-7&email_referrer=email_1159828&email_subject=actions-upcoming-events-our-revolution-baltimore
https://www.facebook.com/ORWMD
https://www.facebook.com/ORMDBaltimore/?fref=gs&dti=2059580354268527&hc_location=group_dialog
https://ourrevolutionmd.com/choose-your-home-chapter/
mailto:ormdbaltimore@gmail.com?subject=Our%20Revolution%20Baltimore
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ONE MORE CHAPTER
Our Revolution Anne Arundel Chapter members have 

created and joined numerous rallies, votercades, and marches 
around Annapolis. Most recently, we spoke at the 5th Annual 
Annapolis Women's March on April 10th at Maryland Hall. We 
spoke at the Racial Justice March after Derek Chauvin was 
convicted with local leaders from the Caucus of African American 
Leaders. We are celebrating the victory of passing the Prince 
George’s Medicare for All Resolution by relaunching the AACO 
Medicare for All Resolution from 2019. 

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, the AACO County Council 
refused to acknowledge that healthcare was a local issue. 
COVID-19 has since devastated lives, communities, and our 
economies. They are now "seriously considering" introducing a 
Medicare for All Resolution in 2021. 
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