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Welcome to the first edition of ORMD Monthly. Our mission is to report both the 
previous month’s activities of Our Revolution Maryland and our various chapters 
around the state and what’s coming up. We hope that you find this newsletter 
informative and interesting. All submissions - news items, articles, and pics - should be 
emailed to ourrevmaryland@gmail.com subject “Newsletter”. For up to the minute 
information, please browse to www.ourrrevolutionmd.com. If you’re not yet a 
member please join by emailing ourrevmaryland@gmail.com subject “Membership”.

First Edition !!

Chapter News

Baltimore
OR Baltimore’s monthly chapter meeting 

was Saturday Feb 16. A great turnout heard 
expert panelists discuss the increasing 
threat of climate change, the steps at the 
national and local level we must take to 
combat it, and the climate activism already 
underway here in Maryland. Read all about 
the discussion here.

   To join the Baltimore Chapter, email Co-
Chairs Sheila Ruth and Jacob Kravetz  
ormdbaltimore@gmail.com.

Montgomery County

     ORMoCo held a Medicare-for-All 
Barnstorm Sunday February 10 in Silver 
Spring. Over 50 activists watched a 
powerful video and listened to five 
experts discuss why Pramila Jayapal’s 
Medicare-for-All bill in Congress is 
essential legislation for Americans and 
America. 
     For more information and to join the 
Montgomery County chapter, email 
Stefani Olsen or Ed Fischman at 
orinmoco@gmail.com.
   To see additional pics, click here.

Howard County

    ORHoCo held a Medicare-for-All 
Barnstorm on February 11. Neighborhood 
canvassing begins Saturday February 23 
in Columbia's Owen Brown neighborhood. 
Phone-banking and more canvassing will 
take place in March.
    For more information and to join the 
Howard County Chapter, email Chair Paul 
Baicich paul.baicich(at)verizon.net.

Howard Medical School Professor 
LE Gomez, M.D.
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Matt Bruenig’s recent article Policy for the Many in 
Jacobin Magazine reminded me why I’m an activist. 
Bruenig discusses the great progressive work new 
legislators are doing. Unsurprisingly, New York’s 
Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez gets a lot of 
attention. 

So though do Montgomery County’s fresh state 
delegates Vaughn Stewart and Gave Acevero. The two 
have introduced into the General Assembly an affordable 
housing bill that would allocate funds to municipalities 
and counties for the express purpose of building mixed-
income apartment buildings. 

This is great legislation and while it may not become 
law given the likelihood of a Hogan veto, Stewart and 
Acevero are pushing the Overton window far to the left. 
The chance that Maryland will take concrete steps to 
iincrease the supply of affordable housing has risen 
because of these two progressives.

OR Maryland endorsed Stewart and Acevero and 
pushed hard for them in the Democratic primaries last 
year. Given the narrowness of their wins - Stewart 
prevailed by just over 400 votes and Acevero finished 
ahead of the fourth place candidate by less than 200 
votes. We made a difference!

Why OR Matters

Gabe Acevero

cemetery for African-Americans was created in 1911. 
In the early 1950s, the land was sold and is now partly 
paved over. The activists want the land turned over to 
the Macedonia Baptist Church - a historic black church 
right next to the grounds where a century ago 
members of the church were buried. 
At Bill’s urging, MoCo activists Rosie Engman and 

Barbara Studwell visited the area. Rosie described the 
experience as “heartbreaking.” A bank owns the land 
and wants to build a parking garage on it. The historic 
designation would stop the project and convey the

Vaughn Stewart
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More from MoCo
ORMoCo members Bill Cook and Chris Rigaux have been on the ground fighting for a 

permanent historic designation to memorialize the ground in Bethesda where a

                                                      land to the Macedonia Baptist Church for permanent     
                                                      caretaking. 
For more information or to get involved. Please email Bill Cook wmcook(at)gmail.com or 

Chris Rigaux cmrigaux(at)gmail.com. Chris is a spokesman for the Bethesda African 
Cemetery Coalition.

Macedonia Baptist Church

https://www.jacobinmag.com/2019/02/maryland-socialist-policy-vaughn-stewart-gabriel-acevero


ORMD organized a “birddog” training session Sunday February 23 at the Silver Spring 
Library. Fifteen dedicated Medicare-for-All activists devoted 2 ½ hours to discuss and 
learn how to “birddog.” To birddog means to ask key public officials in public why they 
are not  supporting legislation that would improve the lives of their constituents.

The session in the Silver Spring Library was promoted to healthcare activists. But 
environmentalists and other advocates can use the technique just as effectively. 

Birddog Training
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Our great trainer Darius Gordon from Netroots 
Nation/Popular Democracy presented a slide 
show, had us role play, and answered our many 
questions patiently. During the session, several of 
us expressed dismay at the fact that Maryland 
Congressmen Anthony Brown and Elijah 
Cummings were not co-sponsors of Pramila 
Jayapal’s legislation. We figured we’d be 
birddogging them soon.

We were pleased to learn Monday that Brown 
and Cummings had signed on to the bill. But 

 Photo credit Steve Oehlenschlager

come Tuesday afternoon, Cummings was off the bill and back on our birddog list.

Saturday 3/2 - Coffee and Conversation with OR Baltimore, 
Red Emma's, 1225 Cathedral St., Baltimore 11am - 1pm 

Sunday 3/3 - OR PG Chapter Meeting, Spauldings Branch Library, 
5811 Old Silver Hill Road, District Heights  2 - 4.

Sunday 3/10 - OR MoCo Chapter Meeting, Regional Services 
Center, Bethesda 1:30 - 3:30.

Monday 3/11 - March for Our Schools, Lawyers Mall, Annapolis 
6pm.

Sunday 3/17 - OR Baltimore Chapter Meeting, Waverly Library, 
Baltimore 12:30 - 2:30.

Upcoming Events
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