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Netroots Nation

Due to the press of business, a couple of items didn’t make it into the August newsletter 
distributed Wednesday. Hence we are providing this supplement.

Special to the ORMD Monthly by Ed Fischman, Member-at-large State Organizing Committee. Ed 
attended Netroots Nation July 11 - 13 in Philadelphia and wrote up the experience.

Another Netroots Nation has come and gone. While the biggest, splashiest annual 
gathering for progressives, political vendors and professional left-wing NGOs isn’t quite as 
friendly territory as it once was for transformative progressives, Our Revolution was 
definitively in evidence. Attendees arriving on the event’s first morning were greeted on the 
street outside the Philly Convention Center by a trio of Our Revolution activists from Ohio, 
who had parked the Medicare For All ambulance in front of the site. 

Inside, Our Revolution members 
from Washington state, California, 
Texas, Michigan and New Jersey 
discovered each other and Our 
Revolution Maryland’s own At-Large 
State Organizing Committee 
member Ed Fischman. A few Our 
Revolution national staffers, led by 
Executive Director Joseph 
Geevarghese, made their way to the 
event for a couple of hours during 
the first evening.

 Although Bernie Sanders did not attend the event, much of his campaign staff did, 
including several notable former leaders at Our Revolution. On the second day, Our 
Revolution members and Bernie Sanders t-shirts were definitely in evidence as hundreds of 
attendees marched through downtown Philly, to protest ICE and CPB detention of migrant 
children and family separation.

The event featured appearances by most of the Congresswomen who have become 
famous as “the Squad”. Former Our Revolution endorsees were in evidence on a number of 
the dozens of discussion panels, including leaders on Medicare For All, Kevin de Leon (CA) 
and J.D. Scholten (IA), the incomparable Rep. Ilhan Omar (MN), and Our Revolution’s 
former President Sen. Nina Turner. The final day of the event featured several Presidential 
candidates, but Elizabeth Warren seemed to be the choice of a majority of the people there. 
That didn’t stop Ed Fischman from opining to a NY Times reporter:

“Harris says one thing in big events and backtracks in smaller ones” [while] “Buttigieg tries 
very hard not to say anything at all.” 
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Rally for Nurses and Patients

OR Baltimore helped lead the Hopkins Rally 
for the Rights of Nurses and Patients at Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in East Baltimore on July 20. 
Hopkins Nurses have been attempting to 
unionize, and Hopkins has been engaging in 
anti-labor activities trying to stop them. In 
addition, Hopkins has been taking patients, 
including low-income patients, to court for non-
payment of bills, some of them under $100.

Charlie Cooper

Co-Chairs Sheila Ruth & Jacob Kravetz
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